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Reviewed by Timothy J. Gilfoyle, Loyola University of Chicago.

The explosion of research in social history in the past three decades has
produced a plentiful literature on the personal habits and social mores
of ordinary Americans. Among the most studied subjects have been those
activities earlier generations labelled deviant behavior or "vices." Ex

aminations of alcohol, narcotic, and tobacco consumption, gambling,
extramarital sexual behavior, and even swearing have dramatically altered

interpretations of the American past. This historiography, however, re
mains scattered and fragmented. John C. Burnham's Bad Habits marks
one of the first attempts to organize and synthesize this vast and daunting
subject matter.
Burnham does not suggest that any of these behaviors were in and of
themselves "bad." But by the nineteenth century, a single "social con
stellation" linked drinking, smoking, gambling, sexual misbehavior,
swearing, and drug use. Together these social habits and lifestyles repre
sented a "counterculture" to genteel Victorian mores. Embedded in the

values and milieu of the underworld, such behavior was marginalized
by the dominant white, middle-class culture. But over time, these activities
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The turning point in this process of cultural in
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In tackling such a broad subject, Burnham will not please all readers.
Why, for example, did World War I provide a trial run for the inversion

of values by exposing millions of young Americans to "bad habits," and
not the Civil War, which probably exposed far greater numbers of
Americans to such habits? Some topics, such as drinking, are given con
siderably more attention than others, notably swearing and homosexual
behavior. Still others will fault Burnham's use of terms like "lower orders"
in his analysis. The many and subtle differences among racial, class, and
ethnic groups are largely ignored. Social scientists may be unsatisfied
with his application of deviance theory, which goes only a little beyond
Durkheim's conception of social boundaries. The author calls attention
to the social costs incurred with these changing standards, but borders
on romanticizing the rigid Victorian norms they replaced. And one
wonders if the general constellation of cultural forces that promoted drink

ing and smoking can be equated with those supporting narcotics' use.
In the end, however, there is more to praise than disdain in this book.
No work of synthesis can answer the pet questions various specialists
will raise. For the first time, historians can find a thorough examination

of this broad and complex subject under one cover. Bad Habits will
ultimately serve as a starting point for future examinations of cultural
inversion.

Independent Intellectuals in the United States, 1910-1945. By Steven Biel
(New York, N.Y.: New York University Press, 1992. Pp. xvi, 294. $40.00.)
Reviewed by Leslie E. Fishbein, Associate Professor of American Studies, Rut
gers/The State University of New Jersey.

Ever since the Kennedy era American intellectuals have been preoccu
pied with their public function, their ability to advise political leaders

This content downloaded from
147.126.1.145 on Wed, 24 Mar 2021 14:38:13 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

